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The second term is invariably a busy one for
student union activists - and 1986 has proved
to be no exception.

The Fowler Campaign got the term off to
a flying start with the local day of action
on January 24th involving literally thous-
ands of students throughout the country in
many activities - ranging from lobbies of
MPs surgeries to demonstrations and rallies.
The lobby of Parliament on February 12th
too attracted around 2000 people and made
quite an impact on the MPs. Not just MPe
either - the police officer in charge
commented to me that this was the best
organised and probably most effective he'd
seen in five years on the job. As I write
thia, the demonstration on February 26th
is set to be absolutely huge.
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On top of all this, local campaigns
against cuts in colleges have continued.
Sunderland Poly, for example, have been
in oceupation, while Hull and Birmingham
Universities have had successful rallies,
and lobbies of key committees which have
involved hundreds of etudents and have
won some significant concessions. The
NUS Fducation Roadshow has been vieiting
colleges organising against the cuts,
and at the moment is midway through its
tour. A number of vigits are still to
come, including Keele University
Students' Union, which has made a un-
ilateral declaration of independence to
express its opposition and disgust at
Government policies, Derbyshire College
of Higher Education, whose Matlock site
18 threatened with closure, and De La
Salle College in Manchester, which is
also still on Keith Joseph's 'hit list',
The last Roadshow event is likely to be
a north-eastern regional demonstration,
organised by Huddersfield Tech. on March
22nd. The themes of this action are the
demands for a £35 per week minimum
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photos & illustrations
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grant for all students in Further
Education, the impact of euts on F.E.,
and the nature of the Y.T.5. Megsages
of eupport for Huddersfield Tech. would
be welcomed!

It's not just students who have
been taking action this term. The
Association of Univereity Teachers
held their first ever national one
day strike on January 15th. It was
reckoned to be the first industrial
action by university teachers since

1215¢
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It certainly has been an up-hill
struggle for union officers at
Bournemouth and Poole College of
Further Education this year. For
a few years now relations between
the college governors and the stud-
ents' union have been strained due
to the college's dislike of many
features of what is a relatively
'developed' further education
union - namely the fact that the
union boasted two full-time officers
The right to maintain two sabb-
aticals and manage union affairs in-
dependently has been vigorously
defended. However, in the first
half of this year the sabbatical
President at the Bournemouth site
of the college resigned, leaving
room for the Local Education
Authority to present their demands.

In the second term, the union
was confronted by an impossible
position; their funds had been
stopped and the Authority were
pressing for immediate changes. The
union were forced to capitulate and
enter into negotiations with the
futhority, as the college povernors
refused to have any dialogue with
the union.

The discussions proved to be very
constructive, and a better relation-
ship has developed in the past few
months, although the union were
compelled to accept the changes
required - notably the reduction
in the number of sabbatical officers
from two to one.

NEWS
BUILDING

Following a largely successful meeting

-
n of the Dorset Local Education Authority/
Student Union Consultative Committee,
which was established last year by Wess-

ex Area NUS, the Local Authority is giv-
ing more consideration to the 'housing
plight' of students in Bournmemouth. A

At a fairly heated union meeting meeting to discuss the issue in greater
in January, the changes were detail has been arranged and union off-
accepted and are now due to be dis- cers are confident that after consistent
cu.ssed_andb(r,gtn_fled by the college attempts to raise the issue, the Local
governing body . Authority is taking the problem sericusl;

At a recent meeting of the Also, at the last meeting a propos-
Dorset County Council Education sub- al to co-opt a student representative
committee, it was decided that an onto the County Council Further and
increase in union funds should be Higher Education Sub-Committee met with
looked into. In a letter to union a sympathetic reaction from councillors
President Adrian Yates, an Auth- who are likely to be taking a decision
ority spokesperson said that' the in March.

governing body would be asked to

"Accept and support the reasonable- LOCAL BANDS

ness of the present intentions of
the students' union." Winchester School of Art Students'
Union {s compiling a catalogue of

The union has made major con- local bands, to be considered for
cessions and it is now up to the bookings at their venue. Decails
college administration to recip- or tapes should be sent to: the
rocate and build on the goodwill ﬁéhﬁf‘“&m{ Tpac et
shown by the student union. Averue, :{mm“er? e

ularising politics, visits Portsmouth
Polyt echnic on March lst and will incl-
ude the 'student union regulars' SKINT
VIDEO and acts such as MARK MIWURDZ of

the Tube fame.
RED WEDGE describe themselves as a

"broad left alliance' and have brought
together a wide range of artists to

promote politics amongst young people.
At the Portsmouth performance it

is likely that 'guest celebrities' will

appear and union officers are expecting

a lively and successful evening.

RED WEDGE, the musicians vehicle for pop- H E n

HLNOWS1Y40d
O

HAMPSHIRE HANGS

-

The crucial County Council by-election in Fareham,

- 3
Lesbian and Gay Week which vould dramutically effect edeation in

provokes discussion

Alliance candidate Jim Murray; substantially in-
creasing the Alliance vote and pushing the offic-
ial Conservative candidate in second place, 600
votres behind.

The ruling Conservative group on Hampshire

Southampton University Lesbian and Gay Awareness Week (3rd to 8th Feb. Council can no longer maintain a majority in the
1986) opened with a display in the union concourse, making more public fave of a mitedmo‘%position and wi]{ thgefore
the attitudes of lesbians and gay men and the oppression facing them. resign their committee chairs and leading posit-

This always causes controversy and this year proved mo exception.

ions, leaving the opposition parties to sort out

On Tuesday, the video 'Framed Youth, or Revenge of the Teenage Per- some form of shared power.
verts' was shown twice to a total audience of over 200. This film was At a debate at Fareham Tertiary College, the
commissioned by Channel 4 to show a more reqllstlc and Optimistic view Fareham candidates gave their views on education
of being young and a lesbian or gay man, whilst also dealing with issues and were questioned by students. Cllr Burstow,
such a homophopia and 'gay-bashing'. = ofthe Labour Party, said that the blame for the

On Wednesday, George Cant from the Terrence_}hggms trust spoke about problems in education should be laid at "the
AIDS, giving a more balanced and truthful appraisal than the anti-gay foot of the Tory Goverrment', whilst the Conser-
propaganda we are used to. After the talk there was a useful discussion. vative candidate seemed obsessed by market forces

On Thursday, Anne Neale, from 'Wages due Lesbians', spoke about the and 'saleable skills'. Jim Murray contended that

links between racism and h

way in which these issues can be tackled.

amophobia (fear of lesbians and gays), and the students needed "adequate finance".

During the election campaign students from

The Guest ?tays. g :iléﬁhnﬂig:ﬁcbgﬁigg:hed off the week on Sat- Fareham and Area officers distributed a leaflet,
ey S Bl e B s weatntog || | BPGSY  e fe ME, it e
of the situation of lesbians and gay men. Unforltunately, tl]‘n? behaﬁ@our i This year Wessex Area NUS has bZen wrfaing
of a minority of bigoted stud:nts showed that for some at least this was with the Local Authority to try and ensure adeq-

not the case. However, the week was,

for the majority, characterised by
enjoyable events, informed discussion and increased understanding. uate student representation at a County level.

T
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NEWS
LSU UNION

OUT OF TOUCH? Kin g Alfreds |

Matt Ashercad has been elected student unlon president
at La Sainte Union College in Southaepton for the 'B6/
87 session. Although he stopped short of attacking the

current unlon Beecutive Comittee, he did say in his
election manifesto that he feels, "The union has lost
rouch in recent years with the mjgrlw of atudents S

o iC is mpposedly representing.
Be also sald, "1 have been amazed to find out

how lictle they { students) know about the func-

tions and .f;}:{"ﬂ:;)’m union. 1 believe that the |
s jority of students would 1ike to know everything - - !
they possibly could about the union and vhat {t docs.

In that say they might start to feel that they are ’ng e c"t

{molved {n what the wnion s dolng..."

3 THE STUDENTS' UNION AT KING ALFRED'S COLLEG :
RAC’ST BAN. BE FACED WITH SOME UNACCEPTABLE AND STARK cﬁo}gs‘;l??mmk WILL '
CUT IN UNION FUNDING 1S REALISED. The college has h dT”E PROPOSED '
tial reduction in its overall finances, due to a [280 0og ostan-
The recent motion put to South- from original estimates, and has taken 1000 defice
apron University Union on Feb- the decision to slash union funds by }
ruary 13th, calling for "no plat- 20 per cent - a cut amounting to A tecent packed ;
form for ra.u:ists“. is likely to £3, 300, Hi.lt?n Barratt, President of students and Ezaff m’:éﬁtmg of
be re-submitted in the near future KAGSU said, "This level of fund that they deplored the oo i2
as the vote on the motion indicated z&r?wcﬁtfin;r:ugaﬁg with a choice actions and gecided to f;l,,lﬁﬁe \
= sidies to student i ; a
e —_ clubs and sociCties, or losirg & e debisnen S o
o cer. == :
Saur?,n argzdfglrxa?‘ed:o 53:: iglim The harshness of these unsavoury Gove_.&s thg’fgaﬁ:ﬁﬁlor
freedanm of speech must be consid- options has created widespread con- student grant declines," the
ot pearbetladhauey cern _students and staff alike, Barratt, “it is increas 5?16
e, oyt Tig & T 5l iy, el odematian "o cend. i o
from fear of physical harm. education. cheap and accessable sporting, g
!:" mtlu:g ﬂmﬂéfxﬂl i A?_f present the union funds are rii?éi?t%gemﬂm?ﬁ i‘;tsngie Eeaml‘—:d
for resl, strong action o) oppose gf“gge 22‘1’]35 a 'budgetary grouping' to make up the deficit bg el
racism. ege, and therefore are up prices. It would be irr. Deg
o L By W susceptible to cuts of this nature. sible. We will not make t§§Pon_
= Alltance sovikers; who aid bmver 1t o widely reropriaed in pay for the cuts." o '
that the motion had dangerous S8 Stdae nt that studenc Milton Barratt concluded
implicstions for the fresdom of ﬁim::‘ioinglainﬁﬁ:mn:ﬂ that the response of the college
SPEﬂfh-cgsgemY Sharpe, h;mself a must be treated as such. It is ﬂg@ﬁ:lzzzaﬁigﬂttG na;;onal Qe
oy i mpori, claeed Sargeros sl 13 a1 AL
student -
countering the arguments and not across the bcarzocubﬁs.a ARG " Egggrgi & eed ‘f’f information
by prue;entirg then getting a Milton Barratt said, "We will other coﬁel;;';?nwrﬂlﬁ The
lwmw —— . increase the pressure foE* the union President, KAC Student Union
the meeting to be inquorate £0 be priovitissd .asa ihuriger Sparkford Road, Winchester. |
» headi_ng 5 ’
108 voted in favour with 149
against and about 20 abstentions.

AN

Sex Machines win Bed Race

On a cold, sunny December day last year the quaint town of Lyming-
ton was hit by two hundred students from Brockenhurst College,
pushing forty beds of all shapes, sizes and colours six miles
through hilly, twisting New Forest roads back to the college.

The event was also held in 1984, and money collected through
sponsorship was donated to charity. This time the money collected
is going to the Children in Need appeal - the Brockenhurst Student
Union hope to break the £4000 mark.

The teams met at Lymington Yacht Club car-park, which soon
lost its usual guise and erupted into a battle-field of egg-throw-
ing and flour-bombing.

The gun went off at 1.30, and the determination of the teams
was surprising, though the sprinted bursts became less numerous
as they reached the up-hill stretch just outside Lymington.

Each bed had a particular theme, varying from a group of
women who pushed their Southampton Hospital 'Alice in Wonder-
land' bed, to the eventual winners and most outrageous tecam
captained by Steve McKenzie - The Sex Machines.

The event is covered by local media and press and TV cameras
captured moments of the event, but if you really want a head
[uT] of flour and egg just walk the six miles and enjoy itl

— R

- - —

Eldridge, Papa I Co
Daorchastar Brewery
Dorset DTY 1QT
Tel (DJDE) 64801

Hunisman
Ales
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NEWS

TORY DISAFFILIATIONIST

CHALLENGING THIRD WORLD POVERTY

CAMPAIGN
BT

In January King Alfreds College
grudents' Union launched its’

‘March 17 Week', aimed at highlight-
ing the stark reality of international
famine, its causes and consequences and
raising financial aid to be channelled
through the progressive aid agency

War on Want.

The objective of the week was to
raise 1% of the union's income, a targ-
et which was achieved with great succ-
ess. Milton Barratt said,'' we raised
well over 1% and we haven't finished
yet..." The various activities, inclu-
ding 'Soup Aid' and 'Disco Aid', raised
a total of £337, The Union is plann-
ing further activities for the future.

Tarzan —

The charities chosen by La Sainte
Union students for their recent
Rag Week were St. Dimas (Hostel
for the homeless) and Mencap.
The money raised is to be shared
equally.

During the week students took

TROUNCED

Southampton University students
voted overwhelmingly teo remain
affiliated to NUS earlier this
term. Voting on a motion put
forward by S.U.C.A., the union
Conservative Association, the
proposal to pull out was rej-
ected by more than three vores
to one.

The debate attracted a record
mumber of students, and had to be
relayed to a second hall to allow
as many as possible to take part.

Defending the record of the
National Union, Andy Whyte, NUS
Vice President, spoke out about
the work of NUS in defending ed-
ucation against a Govermment in-
tent on cutting courses, instit-
utions and student financial
support.

Conservative speakers came
across as inept and nervous,
their main criticisms being lev-
elled at NUS services, and the
fact that they see the NUS as
being "too political'. And they
appeared to be bad losers, blam-
ing their defeat on the fact that
""outside speakers' had to be brought
in to make the case for the NUS.

But with their record of prom-
oting the freedom of speech in
recent weeks for exponents of
racist views, it seems ironic
that the University Union
should be criticised for
allowing representatives of
the National Union to put
their case to students.

Later Conservative students
were allegedly spotted burning
copies of National Student
outside the Union. Said Union

d singer of U2PP!

ing date for entries 1is

the draw will take place
Don't forget to include your name, addraece
& college with your entry.

* The answer to the last WESSEX
competition was 'a clock'. Franc
from Wincheaster School of Art won
Art Set.

Please note that
to all students from affiliated coll

the competition 18 Of

'MEETING

THE NEXT WESSEX AREA GENERAL
MEETING WILL FEATURE PRES
IDENTIAL HUSTINGS FOR NUS
NATIONAL PRESIDENT, COME
ARMED WITH QUESTIONS.,....
WINCHESTER SCHOOL OF ART SU,
PARK LANE, WINCHESTER.
MARCH 12TH, Z PM. EASY ROAD
AND RAIL ACCESS. CHECF

WITH YOUR S.U, FOR UP TO
THE_MINUTE DETAILS. OR RING
0703 IF you’'RE_QUTSIDE
SOUTHAMPTON »

IF YOU CAN'T GO MAKE SURE

u

I GENERAL

him from the rest of the candidates.

of college life.

within the union.

ection at Southampton University Students' Union,
with a convincing margin of 500 votes separating
Ian, a

modern history and politics student, has been

actively involved in a variety of union concerns
and campaigns during his years at University and
has played an up-front role in the sporting side

lan told WESSEX STUDENT that his main prior-
ities for union work in the future are "fighting
education cuts' and combatting the "prejudices
which exist in the University.'' He believes that
positive action is needed in order to make sure
that student concerns are represented effectively
and also wishes to see more 'open discussion'

uow1s

JUD YOI TN

5 : < : Treasurer Aaron Cahill, "I YOUR  NUS CONFERENCE DEL-
rt in various sponsored events, ? S ENCE
Sod the Rag Ball featured Tarzanz's think they should go back to play EGATES CAN/ v ovvivvonsinrns
Milkmen as the main band. in c]?c:Lr p\_Jbllc sc!-m}s. because
The week raised over £400 for that's Ob"'lff‘l'f'l)' where they think
the charities. they are...
55000 ..oviiiv . STUDENTS
1 GEDDES GE s ' , 14 IIIIIIIIII COLLEGES
l 1 | |
B ciausaises SOUTHERN CITIES
& TOWNS
Ian Geddes 'stormed home' in the Presidential el- 2| e COUNTIES

1 ad.

Advertise with

WESSEX STUDENT

8, Archers Road, Southampion.
TEL: 0703 37761
Southampton @ Portismouth @ Winchester
Boumemouth @ Poale ® Weymouth
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Guy Phillipa

E campaign againet Norman Fouwler's
proposed benefit cuts has been gainir‘.g
stean, both across Wessex Area and rat-

ionally, over the past month. In mid
December the Govermment announced
-’-:;-'c-r' changes to the welfare benefits
system with the long term aim of
totally excluding students from claim-
ing at all, and making students and
parente pay through the nose for
callous state cutbacks.

Students, angry and frustrated

by J'Fac proposals, have been res-
po r;-rg t?‘rough imaginative local
campaigne in the colleges and comm-
unities, through a massive Lobby of
Parliament on February 12th, attended by over 2000 people, and through the
national demonstration on February 26th.

Perhaps the most striking feature of the ecampaign to date is the hi igh
level of support which has been shown to erxist for the student case. Not
only have the three major opposition political parties given theip L._._;:_
ing, but students have also succeeded in mobilising parents and all thoge
interested in the future of education. The Government is isolated and
feeling the pressure.

Here we take a look at some of the activities and local campai gne,
national initiatives, and the facts and figures affecting your ‘fzn.a;--m,
and it's all down to Fowler...

DIRE

Thatcher's viectorian values....

gtudents set up a soup kitchen to
make their point to the local media,

4

NO CHANCE

Check

THEM AND YOU, AND URGE
THEM TO PROTEST TO
THEIR MP, TELL THEM
THEY CAN GET MORE
INFORMATION FROM NUIS
IN THE FORM OF A
'PARENT PACK’: SEND
S.A, E HARKED PARENT
PACK', TO: NUSs, 461

LOWAY ROAD, LONDON
760

through this asymbolic stunt.
Local campaigning against Passers-by were petitioned
. Fowler got under way in and leaflets aimed at
ﬁs&glﬁe;sn January Zﬁl‘h. parents were distributed.
| n Bournemout Balloons were again used
_ Art College held a day of to attract the local media

action to make both students
and parents aware of the

and the attention of the
public.

Balloonists from DIHE stand poised to release their
mesaage into the sky. Tags attatched to the balloons
urged those that found them to support

the campai

. implications of the White On February 12th
Paper. representatives from almost
Students from Winchester | all Wessex Colleges were in
took to the streets on London to lobby local MPs,
Efﬁli,r;:;ydiihﬂ in a success- and to try and encourage
r-_l ich achieved them to come to the colleges
1. HAVE Y ""R”TENI;OS;OUR front page coverage in and openly debate the issges
FPWVET- IF NOT, The Southern Evening Echo of student financial support.
+ EXPLAIN HOW THE and the Winchester Extra, To add pressure lett-
FOWLER PROPOSALS WILL as well as coverage in the er writing campalgns have
AFFECT YOU, AND URGE Hmshj_te Chronicle. B full
HER/HIM TO OPPOSE THE en in SO
< PROPOSALS, ALL MPS CAN
BE CONTACTED AT: THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS, WEST—
MINSTER. LONDON, YOUR
STUDENT UNION WILL BE
r— ABLE TO TELL YOU WHO
TO WRITE TO IF YOU
— — DON'T KNOW,
. 2. HAVE YOU WRITTEN_TO 3
YOUR PARENTS YET? &
AGAIN, DO SO + AND ~
EXPLAIN HOW THE FOWLER -
PROPOSALS WILL AFFECT -



Guy Phillipe

MP John Browne on Feb 28th.

petitioning the publie: Winchester School of Art studente
met with a favourable response during their Day of Action
in February and are presenting their petition to Wincheater

John Browne has agreed to

debate the issue of Student Finaneial Support in Winch-
ester on May 9th and alsoc in Southampton, Chris Chope MP
will be taking part in a debate in March.

Fowler &

Your
Finances

After the announcements in
December, further details
regarding student exclusion
fram the benefit system were
disclosed on January 7th.
The Government intends to
implement the benefit cuts
in two stages. The first
phase will prevent students
from claiming Housing Ben-
efit while they are away
from term-time accommod-
ation, and those students
who currently rent accomm-
odation from 'educational
establishments' will have
their rights to claim
Housing Benefit removed.

The first stage, which
will come into effect from
the sumer of this year,
will also withdraw student
rights to Supplementary
and Unemployment Benefit
during the short vacations -
Christmas and Easter,
irrespective of whether
theyare in receipt of a
grant or not.

Students stand to lose at
least £1,105 per year,
which amounts to approx-
imately a 50% reduction
in financial support.

The second phase aims
to campletely disentitle
all students from the ben-
efits system. Although the
DHSS have yet to make
any detailed statement, it
is clear that they intend

to achieve total student
exclusion in 1987/88.

How do the Govermment
intend to compensate for
these huge losses in student
income? The Department of
Education and Science have
made it plain that they
wish to see students fin-
ancially reliant on their
grants, vacation work and
their parents.

What a joke. In the last
six years the real value
of the student grant has
deteriorated by 20%. At
the same time, living
costs have escalated, with
the cost of housing rising
by a staggering 68%. With
at least four million un-
employed it is unlikely
and often unreasonable
for students to take
work in vacations. Parents,
since 1979, have seen their
slice of student financial
support increase by 170%1.

What all this means is
that students and their
parents will be footing
the bill for the Govermment's
benefit cuts. It's obvious
that students are unable to
compensate for a loss of
over £1000, so that leaves
parents. However at the

resent time at least 437,
of parents do not pay the
full contributions to the
grant! Only those students
with wealthy and generous
parents will be able to
continue or enter education

in the future.

A South
Eastern
View

RY SARAH GILMORE

The No Chance Fowler Campaign
ie the first major campaign
I've worked on since joining
the NUS in November, and as
such it's certainly jolted
a lot of preconceptions
about that oft quoted word
"apathy".

If you didn't know, the
South East Region covers
Kent, Surrey, Sussex, Berk-
shire and part of Wessex
Areas, along with three
London boroughs. The pol-
itical composition of the
Local Authorities is over-
whelmingly Conservative,
with one being almost
living! In such a situation
you could be forgiven for
thinking that students
would feel that they were
up againgt such enormous
odds and consequently would
not bother to work for
change. However you would
be utterly wrong! South
Fast students are working
together with Trade Unions,
unemployed groups, child
care groups and pensioners,
and doing it with style,
publieity and wit.

The most instantly

striking factor about the
No Chance Fowler campaign
is the way the Further
Education Sector is getting
invelved - often putting
their more wealthy and
better regourced counter-
parte to shame. The pol-
itical consensus is
certainly getting a
rough ride...and ve are
getting results!

The Day of Action
saw an occupation of the
Tory Club organised by
Kent Area; lobbying of
parents and 6th form
students in Guildford;
student fasts; a rally
and demo in Brighton;
balloon launch protests
and soup kitchens in
Bourmemouth. ..the list
goes on. The vice chan-
cellor of Surrey Univer-
gity has given his support
to our work and written to
local landlords asking them
to keep any rent increases
below the level of increase
in the student grants. He
is joined by other college
and university principals
and vice chancellors in
supportina NUS'e stand.

B SARAH GILMORE IS THE NUS
SOUTH EAST REGIONAL OFFICER.
SHE CAN BE CONTACTED c/0
SURREY UNIVERSITY,
GUILDFORD, SURREY

GU
GééqﬁQEBQ

Por the most up-to-date information
from Wessex Avea, ask your President
for a copy of The Vital Link: infor-
mation for union officers from Wessex
Area Student Federation.




IN THE SECOND OF THREE EXCLUSIVE
INTERVIEWS, FEATURING THE PROSPE
CTIVE Pmmsmmnznc?ﬂmg
THE 'STUDENT MARG -
s TON ITCHEN,
TONY SAMPHIER, WESSEX AREA NUS
CONVENOR, TALKS TO JOHN DENHAM
OF THE LABOUR PARTY.
JOHN IS A COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND

PRESIDENT OF TON LABOUR
PARTY. HE WORKS FOR WAR ON WANT.

v

TONY SAMPHIER ~

The Fawler White Paper on Social Security
presente some quite major challenges to
the righte and independence of atudante
and indeed to education in this coun-
try. The affects upon gtudent finances
are quite cbvious, however, what do you
sce an the social and political implic-
ations of the White FPaper?

JOHN DENHAM =

I think the most obvious aspect is that
any cut back in student financial supp-
ort is going to push more students over
the margin between being able to go on
into full-time education and not being
in full-time education. We already have
the most socially distorted higher ed-
ucation system in Western Europe - in
terms of the apallingly low numbers of
black people; women are 20 per cent
under represented in higher education;
working class students are dramatically
under-represented. Every cut back in
funding means that those distortions
will became worse.

The affect on society as a whole is
quite obviously that a large pool of
talent is left umused, underdeveloped
and wasted - that will have its own
effect on Britain's econamy.

The fight back against these benefit
cute ie juet getting underwvay. What
part do you think the Labour party
vill play in the campaign? °
I think the Labour Party has always had
two roles in this sort of campaign: the
first is as the opposition within Parl-
iament. Labour MPs will be leading the
parliamentary opposition, pointing out
all the detailed consequences of every
aspect of tl-u:d\:‘wler proposals and

sure t every part is scrutin-
ised. With the current spatate of Parliam-
;n;, that opposition isn't enough on its
The other role the Labour Party and the
wider labour movement is to be campaign-
ing through petitions, letter-writing,
demonstrations, lobbying and giving full
backing to the sort of initiatives that
the NUS have taken - so that there's a
wide public campaign. The fact is that
you've got to get the message across,
on the one hand to parents and future
students who are the next generation of
students and the ones who won't get in
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A view from the Labour Party

- you've got to lobby and mobilise that
group - but you've also got to g0 to
the trades union movement and employers
too. If we're talking about influencing
the Tory Goverment, we must make sure
that employers are aware that their
future employees will not be there,

due to these Goverrment measures.

The Labour Party has recently pub-
1iahed the Glenmarra Report on gtud-
ent financial support. The Report
iteelf seeks to tackle the inadequaciee
of the present syatem; what are these
inadequacies and what changee do you
propoae?

I think the first thing to say about
the Glermarra Report is that it is an
important stage in Labour's
general comnitment to extending student
financial support into a set of det-
ailed priorities and policies. So that
as soon as we come Lo power at the next
election we know exactly what we are
doing when it comes to student Support,
and I know that the actual report is
now being discussed with NUS and other
bodies to sort out the various options
which are in it. The obvious short-
canings of the present system are that
there is a bewildering array of diff-
erent levels of financial support for
16 - 18 year olds which need to be
brought into one adequate level of
funding for all students and young
worker trainees. Fram 18 upwards,
again you need to have a uniform
system and one which, so far as
possible, provides the maximum inde-
pendence for students. Certainly they
ought to achieve full independence
from their parents at the age of 21,
which doesn’'t happen at the moment.
You also need to have more funding
available to enable mature students to
re-enter education, because at the mam-
ent the compensation for loss of earn-
ings is inadequate and is a real barr-
ier to older people who have missed
out on education. In providing this
sort of finance it is one of the most
important ways whereby more working
class people, more women, more black
people can get into higher education.

You mentioned that students should
achieve full independence at the age
of 21. Why 21, what'e the raticnale
behind it?

This is an initial target and the rep-
ort makes it quite cleaf that the aim
must be 18 because that's the age of
majority. But what I think the report
has done quite realistically is say that
even with Labour's cammitment to subst-
antially increase the money going into
Higher Education, there will be choices.
You've got to open up the possibility of
more students caming into education at
the same time as you extend and improve
the quality of education and range of
courses. what the Glermarra report has
done well is to set out those prorities.

It would be probably quite wrong to say,
locking at the next five years of a
Labour Govermment, that at the end of
that five year period you could real-
istically achieve full independence at
the age of 18.

Giles Radice, Labour Party Education
Spokesperaon, commented upon the
Glemmarra Report by saying that it
gave priority to extending the oppor-
tunities open to working clase young
people. But I think it's quite appar-
ant, locking at the present aystem,
that the system itself is heavily
weighted againet the full particip-
ation of women within education -
surely the needs of women muet be a
priority?

In fact within the Labour Party Higher
Education document which was publ ished
in January, one of the five key aims
for education is having an educaticn
system which effectively challenges
sexism and racism on the questions of
participation and what is delivered and
what is taught. 1 think there is no
doubt that this is an equal priority.
Although the ending of discrimination
within education is not prioritised
between different groups - we have

to tackle it right across the board.

On the question of implementation of
Labour Party policy, it was Giles

Radice again who said that this may |
depend upon econcmic importance and
spending priorities of a future Lab-
our Government. In the past the atud-
ent movement has seen Labour Govern-
mente not delivering the goods, and
therefore it could be reasonable to
assume that Labour, if elected, would
not make immediate changea. Would you
agree?
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CONTINUED
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No Platform for NUISY?

Devar Weopex Studont

Ae you muy be awvare, for geome
Years NUS hag
"No Platfoyem
Unton of Imagi
(NUISY - formerly NUIS). At the
time, thic meagure was taken on
the bacic of reporte of verbal

and phyeicai attacks by NUIS mem-

bere upon fellow Iragquis of the

Iragi Student Society (ISS). At

the 1985 Chriotmas Conference
the Portemouth FPolytechnie 5. 1.

delegation gained firet-hand sz
perience of the confiict between
the two groups, although events

did not follow the course that
one might have expected, given

the leaning of the eristing nat-

ional policy.

Throughout the week in Black-
pocl a Portsmouth delegatz, who is
a member of NUISY, was subjected
to constant harassment and intim-
idation from a group of individuals
who were identified ae membera of

the ISS. The majority of thie
group held only visitor status

at conference and refused to heed
requests to leave seate designated
for Portsmouth delegates and ob-
servers. Instead they spent the
proceedings "shadowing" the del-

egate in question. Violence was
threatened againet him and con-
tinued attempis were made to

provoke him into physical ret-

aliation. Such a response would,

of eourse, have lead to his
dismissal from the conference.

Our colleague made it clear that

he was afraid to enter or leave
the conference hall alone, and
had to be escorted at all times
- members of our delegation.

operated a policy of
againgt the National
Students and Youth

John Hansard

Gallery

The University, Southampton.
CANVASS: NEW BRITISH PAINTERS I
Work by Pauline Allwright, Lucy

Jones, Alain Miller, Diane Roberts,
& Paul Stork.

3 March - 12 April (closed over Easter)

CANVASS: NEW BRITISH PAINTERS 11
Work by David Austen, Stephen
rs, John Kirby, Ruth
Rosengarten & Mark Wallinger.

21 April - 24 May (closed May 5)

Open 10-6 Monday-Saturday
Admission Free.

A member of Steering Committee
wag alerted to the eituation, and
he himself witnessed two instances
of intimidation. The response to
f:m?sc‘euents frem the platform
as, in contrast, unhelpful and
unrealistic; conference was warned
o the presence of "Iragi agents
with camepasg” ( meaning NUISY) and

and urged to "proteet Iraqi
disgidentg” (mganing thga?SSJ
from attack. No mention was made
of the aggressive attitute of ISS
de?egates. nor of the dangerous
Predicament in which our eollegue
found himge? f. There were no rep-
Orts of attacks or threats againgt

1SS memberg before or after these
announcementg,

To the best o knowledge
Present NUs poZic§ :?: Iraq dcdlgs:a
back to the beginning of the
decc_:de when violent attacks
againat opponents of the Iraqi
government yere reported te have
oceurred in Suangeq and Neweastie.
AL this time tne configuration of
the power-bloecg dominant in NUS
was very different from today,
and it was qs members of one of
the most influentiql groups of
the era that the bulk of I38
members participated in student
polities in the g, It is there-
fore not surprising that the ISS
position on Irag was adopted as
policy of the National Union.
Portsmouth, along with othepr
unions, was advised by NUS to
"No Platform” the NUIS; although
no auch motion wae passed, alleg-
ations were made of "verbgl
attacks" by NUIS against othep
Iraqi students in Portsmouth.
However, an investigation by

LETTERS

sabbatiecal officers could find no
evidence of such attacks; Lnd'e;f.d
it transpired that all 12 Iraqi
atudents registered at the Poly-
technic were members of the WUIS
(leading ome to ponder upon the
identity of those attacked!),
and that furthermore, those who
reported the "attacks" were iden-
tified, not aa Iraqis, but as
nationals of a neighbouring
Middle Eastern State.

Thie letter is not a recruit-
ment sheet for the NUISY, nor is
it an attempt to cultivate
favour for the Iragi Government.
Certainly it is not a condem-
nation of the concept of "No Plat-
form". Rather, it is an earnest
requegt for you to re-examine
the issue of Iragi students’
groups in Britain in the light
of our own experiences and to
surmise whether NUS has just
cause to continue to deny mem-
bers of the NUISY a forum to
air their own views on Irag,
and other areas of debate.

I look forward to your
comments on this matter.

Yours fraternally

Iain Case

Pregident

Portsmouth Polytechnic S.U.
Museum Road,

Portsmouth P01 2QH

MORE LETTERS
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Remember Rugby?

Dear Wessex Student,

As you may know, Stockport City Couneil have refused to include lesbians
and gay men in their equal opportunities policy. Three times the issue
has been taken to a full meeting of the couneil; three times it has been
refused. We cannot allow this to happen again!

A group of people in and around Stockport and Manchester have formed
a local branch of 'Stop the Lesbian and Gay Ban', to monitor and act
upon and developments that may oceur. We have decided that it ig necess-
ary to stage a national demonstration to protest againat this disgusting
discrimination, and so are in the process of organising one for March 15th
in Stockport itself. More details will be available through your SU soon,
but for the moment make a note of the date and spread the word around- we
expect thousands of pecple to turm out on the day. Make a point of being

one of them!

Every day, lesbians and gay men fall victims to oppression and pa‘l—
ice harassment; every day emotional and Legal battles are being fought
for people's basic rights; every day millions of people the ugfia‘ over
are being discriminated against on the grounds of their sexuality. %

It is essential that we stand together and fight in situations M‘zr
as Stockport. I cannot stress enough that this is not JHE? an @aaueuipy
the people living in the pretty, sleepq toun of Stockporg. z:aiaaid 4
basic human rights issue and of great importance te the les

community as a whole.
Let's fight this one together!

Robert Pacitti ) ,
On behalf of 'Manches.e: s wtockport Stop the Lesbian and Gay Ban

Contact: 061-273-5111.




LETTERS

Lesbian &

Dear Wessex Student,

I would like to inform your
readere that there is presently
a Lesbian & Gay Society which
meete overy Tueoday at & pm in
the Welfare Office at the Stud-
ents' Union, Portemouth Poly-
technic. We are very much aware
that there are not many places
vhich have a Gay Society; thue
our meatings are open to any-
one who wigheo to attend. Our
meetings enable people to meet
others. we organise visits to
'Gay' places, and we hope to
get aome filme for our members
to aee. Other ideas are organ-
iging linke with other gay
gocictiee especially locally,
but also nationally.

A "Gayline" telephone
gervice 18 also in operationm,
mun by men and women on Thurs-
daye 6 pm - 10 pm Portemouth
{0705) 826667 . Membership of
the Lesbian & Gay Society is
etrictly confidential, and
all enquiries are treated in
confidence. If anyone wishes

1 do 8¢
"‘(‘-r‘}‘.

Studenta’

tmion, or 1?‘.'r: G(zy {

Publicity Officer

Portemouth Polytechnic Lesbian
& Gay Society,

e/o Alex House,

Musewn Road,

Portsmouth.

Ireland

Dear Wessex Student,
Except when something
really sensational happ-
ens to hit the news head-
lines, the vast majorit:
of people of all politi-
cal colours conveniently
ignore the present aitua-
tion in Northern Iveland.
The article in the pre-
Chrigtmas edition of your
paper, about the visit of
LSV students to a college
in Northern Ireland, ex-
posed some interesting
attitudes. The protestant
studentg there were at
pains to point out that
life wae pretty normal in
the troubled province.
Discrimination against

catholice in
ing and mar
i8 not surpr ngly ig-
lmr'.mi There is also no
mention of the “'»’p}" val
of basic Fu man rights
snhf‘wr* in H:P Diplock
courte gyetem, or in the
8t rrp qm:rcm ng of women
in Armagh jail, or the
killing of children by
'real’ and plastic bull-
€L8.

,?‘('."H « hous=

other areas

The illusion of priv-
ilege felt by protest-
ant workers ignores
the worsening of eon-
ditions due to the
incompetence of loyal-
igt administration.

Of course, the An-
glo- Irish accord has
done nothing to change
the situation, as both
governments have been at
pains to point out. Only
by the dismantling of
the gerrymandered state,
and the eatablishment
of a non-gecular united
Ireland which protects
the human rights of all
citizens regardless of
sex, race, class,sexual
orientation or religion
ean there ever be peace

Where the cider maker’s
_artisstill recognised...

PAGE TE)

and justice peo-
e of Inp

Yours,

An 1_‘, Rathbone,

Southampton Univers ity.

GET ANGRY.

SEND YOUR

HATE MAIL TC
WESSEX STUDEN1

8, ARCHERS ROA
SOUTHAMPTON

YOUR LAST CHANCE TO SPEAK
OUT THIS YEAR! LETTERS FOR
OUR SUMMER ISSUE MUST BE
RECEIVED BY FRIDAY APRIL
18TH, AND INCLUDE WRITER'S
NAME , aDDRESS AND COLLEGE,
IF YOU DON'T WANT THESE
DETAILS PUBLISHED, SAY SO
AND THEY WON T BE INCLUDED
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO
SHORTEN LETTERS. DEPENDING

ON SPACE AVAILABLFE,

\ W

Well of course the last Labour
Secrectary of State for Educat-
ion is now President of the SDP
so perhaps some questions about
the last Labour Govermment shou-
1d be directed at that Party. I
thirk the answer to this is
that a Labour Government creates
the means whereby Britains
wealth, and therefore spending
on education, can be increased.
Labour is commited to putting

a greater financial investment
into education, both for irs
own value and because we believe
that it is economically essent-
ial. Labour has made it clear
that a major aim is to rebuild
Britain§ manufacturing base
and to be at the forefront of
the use of new technology and
new industries. The simple
economic objective isn't poss-
ible without greater invest-
ment in Higher Education. I
don't want to give the impress-
ion that Labour sees education
only as a tool for economic rec-
overy, but if you want to know
what the guarantee is that
Labour will carry through its
policies, it's because we rec-
ognise that investment in educ-
ation is essential for economic
recovery.

CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 8

To eonelude, wndoubtedly Lab
ouwr students fave had a vast
impact wpon the student move
ment. What doc you see as th
role in the future?

I think that Labour students
have at least two roles. Firs
and obviously their prime res;
onsibility as Labour students
is to ensure that NUS, at a
local and national level, ope
ate as effectively as possibls
as representative bhodics of
their members.

Secondly, as the student wing
of the Labour Party, then I he

that they will continue what
they did very effectively in
1983, despite the generally
bad Labour election result,

which was produce a very high
1

student response to Labour.
hope that Labour students wil
continue to organise for 1
support. As a local par
entary candidate - both ti
geats in Southampton can
determined by the studen

NEXT ISSUE:

WESSEX STUDENT TALKS T0
CHRIS CHOPE, CONSERVATIVE
NP FOR SOUTHAMPTON ITCHEN
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MAKE IT A SPORTING
BANK HOLIDAY
ON MAY bth 1986

at the
WESSEX AREA

INLS;
SPORTS DAY

King Alfred’s College, Winchester

Football CONTACT YOUR UNION

g:“ ““;‘ & PRESIDENT OR SPORTS
stacle Course

Basketball OFFICER TO REGISTER

Volleyball TEAMS NOW....

Tennis

Table Football .

Squash Make a day of it!

Tug of War Spectators Welcome.

Table Tennis Kick Off: 10.00 a.m.

BAR. SNACKS. EVENING DISCO.

WESSEX AREA STUDENT FEDERATION,
8 Archers Road, Southampton. (0703) 37761

Open to all affiliated colleges.

- WESSEX
~ STUDENT

THE NO. | STUDENT NEWSPAPER IN HANTS. & DORSET j




Night Club

Monday,Tuesday & Wednesday
available for complete
Private Hire-

with 10% reduction for Students

Thursday and Saturday ring
for small party bookings

Open to the public
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
Doors open 8-00p.m.

FSONS TEL:
54305

:
f
|
|
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Thursday— Saturday X Upper Brook Street, Winchester.
with this coupon




